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the interview, as submitted to him, those sentences that
gave such offence in Germany, but that the printers had
taken no notice of his omissions.

So this remarkable olive branch was waved in vain: the
ungrateful islanders stripped the leaves off it and sent
it back to Germany, and his own people switched him
smartly with the twigs. He had no real influence over
national sentiment, for who can follow the policy of a
weather-cock that disregards the true wind, and only
veers to its own internal impulses ? His suspicions of
England and of his uncle neither confirmed nor deepened
those of his country, while his protestations of friendship
only aroused suspicion against himself. He whisked round
to Russia again: perhaps she would be more susceptible
to blandishment than the brutal English, and though it was
now five months since he had had any correspondence with
the Tsar, he sent him in January a long letter wishing him
all prosperity for the new year 1909. Russia, ever ready
to protect the Slav population of the Balkans, and ready also
to snatch any advantage, such as the opening of the
Dardanelles, from disturbances there, had been and was
extremely indignant at the Austrian annexations, and
William hastened to assure Nicky that he had known
nothing whatever about them till the thing was done,
and then of course he had to support his ally : Nicky
would be the first to appreciate his loyalty. He
assured him also that the Austrian Emperor, who was
' wise and judicious and such a Venerable Gentleman/
had no idea of attacking Servia. He had cause for
uneasiness about Isvolsky's late visit to England and the
growing friendship between her and Russia, which during
this year resulted in the Triple Entente, and, following
the pattern of his late advances to England, expressed